


2 | Raleigh County • Back to School 2020

Message From The Superintendent
While the 2020-2021 school year looks far different than years 

of the past, our team has worked diligently to ensure that we are 
providing health and safety guidelines that will assist us in meeting 
our organizational priorities of:

• Maintaining the health, safety, and welfare of our students and 
staff 

• Providing quality learning opportunities
• Providing the community supports and resources necessary to 

maintain the well-being and academic success of our students
As Superintendent, I understand that the decision concerning 

your child’s education is likely one of the hardest you will ever have 
to make. Families that are not comfortable sending their child 
back to school can feel confident in knowing that their educational 
journey can continue from home through a virtual learning platform 
provided by the West Virginia Department of Education. For those 
families choosing to send their child back to their brick and mortar 
school, I want you to know that we are taking every precaution to 
keep them healthy and safe – there is no greater priority — but 
we will need your help in ensuring they are properly supported 
and understand the expectations that will be placed on them. We 
are taking every possible precaution as we prepare to reopen on 
September 8. 

It has never been more important for our families and schools 
to work together to protect the health and safety of our school 
communities and each other. We ask our families to commit to 
keeping their children home when they are not feeling well or exhibit 
a fever or any other COVID-19 symptoms, or if they have potentially 
been exposed to this illness.  It will take all of us working together to 
create a safe and healthy learning environment for our children and 
staff.

School and parent partnerships are critical to ensuring that all 
students are properly supported and that staff have the information 
they need to assist students. As a reminder:

• All parents and legal guardians should verify that their child’s 
school has accurate information for parent and emergency 
contact.

• Parents and legal guardians are responsible to promptly pick up 
or properly arrange for the pick-up of a student sent home due 
to illness.

• All parents and legal guardians should carefully select 
emergency contacts for their child and ensure that the contact 
information for each person is accurate. 

• All parents and legal guardians should provide complete and 
accurate medical information to the school. 

• All medications must be brought, in the original container, 
directly to the school/nurse by the parent or legal guardian. 

I am grateful for the support of our Board of Education, teachers, 
faculty, and support staff for their tireless work and dedication to 
educating the students of our county. We are committed to providing 
our students with a comprehensive education that will prepare 
them to reach their full academic and social potential, within a safe, 
supportive school setting.

David Price, Superintendent
Raleigh County Schools
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board should call the superintendent’s office two weeks in advance 
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30 minutes prior to the meeting.  Meeting agendas and actions 
taken at board meetings are available for review on the board’s 
website at boe.rale.k12.wv.us.
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Non-Discrimination Policy
The Raleigh County Board of Education does not discriminate on 

the basis of sex, race, color, age, religion, disability, marital status, or 
national origin in its educational practices, activities, or employment 
practices.

RCBOE Policy C.1.3: Racial, Religious/Ethnic Harassment, 
Discrimination and Violence

RCBOE Policy C.1.3A: Sexual Harassment and Discrimination 
Grievance Process

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding the nondiscrimination policies:

Eric Dillon
Director of Pupil Services

Title IX and Title II Officer
105 Adair Street

Beckley, WV 25801
304-256-4500 ext. 3329

The Board encourages the reporting party or complainant to use the 
report form available from the principal of each building or available 
from the Board Office.

Board of Education
Conflict Resolution Process

A conflict resolution process for citizens has been created by the West 
Virginia Board of Education as a vehicle for county boards of education 
and administrative officials to seek solutions to problems when there 
appears to be a failure to provide elements of a high quality education.

A written claim is submitted by one or more citizens regarding a 
perceived violation of state law or the policies, rules and regulations of the 
West Virginia Board of Education.  Written claim forms and procedures are 
available at each school and the Raleigh County Schools Central Office.  

A formal written claim is filed at Level I, on the prescribed form, with 
the school principal and must identify the specific state law or state board 
policy, rule or regulation which is claimed to be violated and shall include 
as much information as possible to describe the alleged violation.  The 
principal will hold an informal conference with the citizen or group of 
citizens who filed the written claim.  A Level II written claim form will be 
included with the principal’s written decision.

If the citizen(s) is dissatisfied with the principal’s written decision, a 
Level II written claim may be filed, on the prescribed form, and submitted 
to the county superintendent.  Using the prescribed form, the citizen(s) 
will request a conference or a hearing with the superintendent.  The 
superintendent will issue a decision and include a copy of the Level III 
written claim form.

If the citizen(s) is dissatisfied with the superintendent’s written 
decision, a Level III written claim form may be filed, on the prescribed 
form, and submitted to the state superintendent.  The state 
superintendent will review information from Level I and Level II and may 
conduct additional inquiry.  The decision by the Level III administrator is 
considered final.

First day for teachers/200-day staff: August 24
First day for students: September 8
Last day for students: May 28*
Last day for teachers/200-day staff: June 8*
*ending dates may change if there are make-up days

September 7: Labor Day
November 3: Election Day
November 11: Veteran’s Day
November 23-27: Thanksgiving
December 23-January 1: Christmas/New Year’s
January 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
May 31: Memorial Day

Professional Learning Day December 23
(no school for students; staff works)

Faculty Senate Day December 23
(no school for students; staff works)

Reimagined Time Days April 7-9
(students do not report to school; staff works)

Outside School Environment/Out of Calendar Days
(no school for students and staff)

April 2, 5-6*
June 9-11, 14-18, 22-25, 28-30*

*may be converted to instructional days due to school cancellations

 2020-2021
CALENDAR
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ANNUAL NOTICE TO PARENTS AND 
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS OF THEIR RIGHTS 

CONCERNING EDUCATIONAL RECORDS
As provided in West Virginia Board of Education Policy 4350: Procedures 

for the Collection, Maintenance, and Disclosure of Student Data, effective 
October 11, 2016, and county policies, parents and eligible students 
have the following rights with regard to the education records collected, 
maintained, or disclosed by the Raleigh County School System.

Each educational agency or institution shall annually notify parents 
of students currently in attendance, or eligible students currently in 
attendance, that they have the right:

• To inspect and review the student’s education records.  Upon the request 
of a parent or eligible student, you will be provided an opportunity to 
examine records within 45 days of said request.

• To request, in writing, an amendment to the information contained 
in the education records you believe to be inaccurate or misleading or 
which violates the privacy or other rights of the student.

• To consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information 
contained in the student’s education records, except where consent is 
not required.

• To file a complaint with the West Virginia Department of Education 
or the United States Department of Education concerning alleged 
failures by the educational agency or institution to comply with the 
requirements of Policy 4350.

• To know that personally identifiable information may be disclosed, 
without parental consent, from students’ educational records to school 
officials and authorities whom the school system determines to have 
legitimate interest.

• To know that the school system may disclose, without written parental 
consent, certain categories of personally identifiable information 
designated as “directory information” which shall consist of the 
following:

 Student name, address, telephone number, email address, photograph, 
date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, 
participation in officially recognized activities and sports, weight and height 
of members of athletic teams, indication of “graduate” or “non-graduate,” 
degrees and awards received, and the most recent previous educational 
agency or institution attended by the student.

• To refuse to permit the disclosure of directory information, you must 
inform the school principal, in writing, by October 30 each year that 
such information is not to be released as directory information with 
respect to the student.

• To know that education records will be forwarded to a school in which a 
student seeks or intends to enroll.

• To know that if your child receives special transportation services, the 
bus driver will be given the student’s name and address; parent’s name 
and address; home and work telephone numbers; emergency health care 
information; and other provisions for the student’s safety.

This notice of your rights will be sent home annually to parents or eligible 
students including parents of students with disabilities and to parents who 
have a primary or home language other than English.

Parents of students with exceptionalities, and eligible students who are 
exceptional, shall also receive notice of rights under IDEA, included in the 
procedural safeguards notification.

 To review the full version of WVBE Policy 4350: Collection, Maintenance, 
and Disclosure of Student Data, please visit http://wvde.state.wv.us/
policies.

Raleigh County Pre K
Raleigh County Pre K is a collaborative between Raleigh County Schools and 

Raleigh County Head Start.  The Pre K program follows state policy and uses an 
approved curriculum designed to provide children with an appropriate learning en-
vironment.  Children attend school in an inviting, print rich environment designed 
to foster creative interests and encourage exploration in a variety of interest areas.  
Classrooms are age appropriate; allowing for sand and water exploration, math, 
literacy, painting and rest time every day.  Families of children in Raleigh County Pre 
K receive a balanced report of progress three times throughout the school year.

Pre K is a voluntary program for children who are 4 years of age before July 1 of 
the school year or children who are 3 years of age with an IEP.  Children are placed 
through a contact free application process that allows families the opportunity to 
identify their needs and request a placement based on those needs.  Choices for Pre 
K placement are not guaranteed by the placement team, but every effort is made to 
accommodate students and families throughout the year.  Although Pre K is vol-
untary, once children are enrolled, they are expected to follow the county plan for 
attendance.  Pre K teachers contact families, after placement, regarding registration 
and documents.  Applications for Raleigh County Pre K will continue to be accepted 
throughout the year, and children will attend as COVID-19 restrictions permit.

Children who are 5 years old before July 1 of the relevant year are eligible for 
kindergarten in Raleigh County.  Kindergarten is a mandatory program and children 
register in their home district schools on August 25 with a contact free, drive by/
drop off of documents.  Information regarding the kindergarten year will be shared 
with families by individual teachers.

Families in Raleigh County are encouraged to register for Pre K and Kindergar-
ten based on the appropriate age of the child.  Information regarding documents 
necessary for enrollment can be found on the district’s website or by calling Raleigh 
County Schools.  Recommended COVID-19 procedures for safety apply to Raleigh 
County Pre K and Kindergarten students.

This year brings challenges for school transportation that we have not previously faced.  In an 
effort to slow the spread of Covid-19, all students will be required to wear a mask or face covering 
while on the bus.  A hand sanitizer station will be on every bus, and students are encouraged to use 
the sanitizer as they board the bus.  Students are asked to sit in their assigned seat and not change 
seats unless instructed to do so by the bus operator.  Please face forward for everyone’s safety.  

West Virginia law requires all vehicles to stop for the loading or unloading of students by a school 
bus.  Even on a four lane road, all lanes must stop unless it is a divided highway.   This includes 
Robert C. Byrd Dr. from Bradley to Sophia.  Parents should teach their children not to assume a car 
will stop and to always wait for the bus operator’s “thumbs-up” signal before crossing the road.

Parents are to supervise their children at the bus stop and teach them to stand away from the 
road until the bus has come to a complete stop.  All pupils shall be ready in the morning at the 
scheduled time for the bus to arrive at the designated school bus stop.  Students should never run 
after a bus nor should they return for dropped items.

For afternoon dismissal, a responsible person must be at the bus stop for students in 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade and for students with special needs.  If no one is available to 
receive the student, the student will be returned to school.

Rules for Safety
• Stay away from the bus wheels at all times and always be far enough from the bus to be seen by 

the driver.
• Always follow the bus operator’s instructions.
• Always use the handrail when climbing up or down the bus steps.
• Except for ordinary conversation, observe classroom conduct on the bus in order not to 

distract the bus operator’s attention.
• The use of profane or immoral language will not be tolerated.  The use of tobacco is prohibited.
• Legs, arms and head must be kept inside bus windows at all times.
• Get on or off the bus or change seats in the bus only when it is not in motion and with 

permission of the bus operator.
• Proceed safely, but alertly, when getting on or off the bus.
• If emergency door or emergency window exits are found open or partially open, they must be 

reported to the driver immediately.
• No object of any nature shall be thrown on the bus nor into or from the bus windows.
• Passengers seated in the bus shall willingly admit other passengers boarding the bus to vacant 

spaces in the seat they occupy.
The safety of the passengers is the first concern of all those involved in pupil transportation.

School Bus Safety
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FREE 

AND REDUCED-PRICE SCHOOL MEALS
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. Raleigh County Schools offers healthy meals every 
school day. Breakfast costs $1.25; lunch costs $1.75 for secondary (High School and Middle 
School) and $0.00 for elementary level. Your child(ren) may qualify for free meals or for 
reduced-price meals. Reduced price is $0.30 for breakfast and $0.40 for lunch.

Apply for the 2020-2021 Free & Reduced Meals online at https://www.schoolcafe.com/. 
.Reminder, in order to receive benefits for this school year you MUST apply.

1. Who can get free or reduced-price meals?
• All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, FDPIR, or TANF are eligible for 

free meals.
• Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are 

eligible for free meals. 
• Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals.
• Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free 

meals.
• Children may receive free or reduced-price meals if your household’s income is within the 

limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or 
reduced-price meals if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.

2. How do I know if my children qualify as homeless, migrant, or runaway?
Do the members of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in 
a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a 
seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who have chosen to leave their prior fam-
ily or household? If you believe children in your household meet these descriptions and 
haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or e-mail:  Kimberly Lacy, 
(304) 256-4500 ext. 3310 or email kimberly.lacy@k12.wv.us. 

3. Do I need to fill out an application for each child?
No. You may add each child to the online Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application 
for all students in your household. Raleigh County Schools cannot approve an online appli-
cation that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information.

4. Should I complete an application online if I received a letter this school year saying my 
children are already approved for free meals?
No, but please read the letter you received carefully and follow the instructions. If any chil-
dren in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact the Raleigh 
County Child Nutrition Office at (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006.  

5. Can I apply online?
Yes! Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, you are encouraged to complete an online applica-
tion. Visit https://www.schoolcafe.com/  to begin or to learn more about the online appli-
cation process. Contact Raleigh County Child Nutrition Office (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 
6006 if you have any questions about the online application.

6. My child’s application was approved last year. Do I need to fill out a new one?
Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few days 
of this school year, through October 19, 2020. You must complete an online application 
unless you have been notified by the Child Nutrition Department after July 1, 2020 that 
your child is eligible for free meals.  Otherwise, your child will be charged the full price for 
meals.

7. I get WIC. Can my children get free meals?
Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced-price 
meals.  Please complete an online application.

8. Will the information I give be checked?
Yes. Raleigh County Schools may also ask you to send written proof of the household 
income you report.

9. If I do not qualify now, may I apply later?
Yes, you may apply online at any time during the school year.  For example, children with 
a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for Free and Re-
duced-Price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

10. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my application?
You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: 
Raleigh County Schools Child Nutrition Office, 2001 South Kanawha Street, Beckley, West 
Virginia 25801 or (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006. 

11. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen?
Yes. You, your children, or other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to 
apply for Free or Reduced-Price meals.

12. What if my income is not always the same?
List the amount that you consistently receive each pay period. For example, if you normal-
ly make $1,000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only made $900, 
put down that you make $1,000 per month.  If you have lost a job or had your hours or 
wages reduced, use your current income.

13. What if some household members have no income to report?
Household members may not receive some types of income Raleigh County Schools asks 
you to report on the application or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, 
please type a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, those will 
also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as Raleigh 
County Schools will assume you meant to do so.

14. We are in the military. Do we report our income differently?
Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value al-
lowances for off-base housing, food, or clothing, it must also be included as income. How-
ever, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include 
your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment 
is also excluded from income.

15. My family needs more help. Are there other programs we might apply for?
To find out how to apply for SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assis-
tance office or call 1-800-642-8589.

If you have other questions or need help, call the Raleigh County Schools Child Nutrition 
Office (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006.  

Raleigh County Schools is an Equal Opportunity Provider .

Medication Administration
and Storage Policy

The Raleigh County Board of Education strongly 
discourages students from taking medication during 
school hours.  Whenever possible, a student’s 
medication should be administered at home prior to 
or at the end of the school day.  However, the Board 
recognizes that students may have health problems 
which require the administration of medication 
either during the school day or during after school co-
curricular activities.

Parents of such students should familiarize 
themselves with RCBOE Policy D.3.10, Medication 
Administration and Storage Policy.  The policy is 
available for review on the district’s website.  Parents 
may also ask the school nurse for information 
regarding transport, administration and storage of 
student medications.

Parents must have a licensed prescriber complete 
a Medication Administration Form for prescription 
medication that needs to be administered during 
the school day or during after school co-curricular 
activities.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE SCHOOL MEALS 
 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 

Children need healthy meals to learn. Raleigh County Schools offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.25; lunch costs $1.75 for secondary (High School and 
Middle School) and $0.00 for elementary level. Your child(ren) may qualify for free meals or for reduced-price meals. Reduced price is $0.30 for breakfast and $0.40 for lunch. 
 
Apply for the 2020-2021 Free & Reduced Meals online at https://www.schoolcafe.com/           Reminder, in order to receive benefits for this school year you MUST apply.   
 

1. Who can get free or reduced-price meals? 
• All children in households receiving benefits from SNAP, FDPIR, or TANF are eligible for free meals. 
• Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free meals.  
• Children participating in their school’s Head Start program are eligible for free meals. 
• Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals. 
• Children may receive free or reduced-price meals if your household’s income is within the limits on the Federal Income Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may 

qualify for free or reduced-price meals if your household income falls at or below the limits on this chart. 
 

Income Eligibility Reduced-Price Guidelines—July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021 

  Family Size Annually Monthly Twice Per 
Month 

Every Two 
Weeks Weekly 

1 $23,606 1,968 984 908 454 
2 31,894 2,658 1,329 1,227 614 
3 40,182 3,349 1,675 1,546 773 

4 48,470 4,040 2,020 1,865 933 
5 56,758 4,730 2,365 2,183 1,092 
6 65,046 5,421 2,711 2,502 1,251 
7 73,334 6,112 3,056 2,821 1,411 
8 81,622 6,802 3,401 3,140 1,570 

For each additional family member add: 
 8,288 691 346 319 160 

 
2. How do I know if my children qualify as homeless, migrant, or runaway? Do the members of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together 

in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who have chosen to leave 
their prior family or household? If you believe children in your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or 
e-mail:  Kimberly Lacy, (304) 256-4500 ext. 3310 or email kimberly.lacy@k12.wv.us.

3. Do I need to fill out an application for each child? No. You may add each child to the online Free and Reduced-Price School Meals Application for all students in 
your household. Raleigh County Schools cannot approve an online application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. 

4. Should I complete an application online if I received a letter this school year saying my children are already approved for free meals? No, but please read the 
letter you received carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact the Raleigh County 
Child Nutrition Office at (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006.   

5. Can I apply online? Yes! Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, you are encouraged to complete an online application. Visit https://www.schoolcafe.com/  to begin or to 
learn more about the online application process. Contact Raleigh County Child Nutrition Office (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006 if you have any questions about 
the online application. 

6. My child’s application was approved last year. Do I need to fill out a new one? Yes. Your child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few 
days of this school year, through October 19, 2020. You must complete an online application unless you have been notified by the Child Nutrition Department after 
July 1, 2020 that your child is eligible for free meals.  Otherwise, your child will be charged the full price for meals. 

7. I get WIC. Can my children get free meals? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals.  Please complete an online 
application. 

8. Will the information I give be checked? Yes. Raleigh County Schools may also ask you to send written proof of the household income you report. 
9. If I do not qualify now, may I apply later? Yes, you may apply online at any time during the school year.  For example, children with a parent or guardian who 

becomes unemployed may become eligible for Free and Reduced-Price meals if the household income drops below the income limit. 
10. What if I disagree with the school’s decision about my application? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: 

Raleigh County Schools Child Nutrition Office, 2001 South Kanawha Street, Beckley, West Virginia 25801 or (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006.  
11. May I apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen? Yes. You, your children, or other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for 

Free or Reduced-Price meals. 
12. What if my income is not always the same? List the amount that you consistently receive each pay period. For example, if you normally make $1,000 each month, 

but you missed some work last month and only made $900, put down that you make $1,000 per month.  If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use 
your current income. 

13. What if some household members have no income to report? Household members may not receive some types of income Raleigh County Schools asks you to 
report on the application or may not receive income at all. Whenever this happens, please type a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty or blank, 
those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as Raleigh County Schools will assume you meant to do so. 

14. We are in the military. Do we report our income differently? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances 
for off-base housing, food, or clothing, it must also be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include 
your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income. 

15. My family needs more help. Are there other programs we might apply for? To find out how to apply for SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local 
assistance office or call 1-800-642-8589. 

 
If you have other questions or need help, call the Raleigh County Schools Child Nutrition Office (304) 256-4660 ext. 6005 or 6006.   
 
Raleigh County Schools is an Equal Opportunity Provider . 
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School, Family, and Community 
Partnerships:  Get ENGAGED, Stay 

ENGAGED!
During this time of uncertainty, school, family and community partnerships are 

even more important for our children! 

Did you know that parent and family engagement promotes student success in 
both school and the real world?  Students with engaged parents are more likely to: 

• pass all classes and earn higher grades,
• attend school regularly and have better social skills,
• continue with post-secondary education.

When families, schools and communities work together,
• student achievement improves,
• teacher morale rises,
• family, school, and community connections multiply. (National PTA, 2016)

Raleigh County Schools will continue using the Global Family Research Project 
APTT model as a framework to help schools take a comprehensive approach to 
promote meaningful parent and community involvement within its schools.   The 
APTT (Academic Parent Teacher Teams) process was developed by Maria C. Paredes 
of Creighton, AZ and emphasizes the importance of involving parents in examining 
classroom data, foundational grade level skills and understanding their children’s 
current mastery level of those skills. 

Schools will invite parents/guardians to attend virtual “Night of Investigation 
and Goal Setting” meetings.  During these virtual sessions, teachers will work with 
parents/guardians to set realistic end-of-year skill goals for each of their children.  
Schools will then provide resources for the family to use with their children at home 
in supporting these goals.  At the end of the year, parents/guardians will be invited 
to attend either in-person (if COVID-19 regulations permit) or private virtual 
conferences where individual student progress is discussed. 

Only by working together, can we create the caring community that our Raleigh 
County children deserve to maximize their potential in school and later in life.  We 
encourage YOU to become part of our “Raleigh County School Family.”  

How might you support your local schools?

Communities in Schools
Communities in Schools (CIS) is a national organization 

that seeks to surround students with a community of 
support, empowering them to stay in school and achieve in 
life. This year, Raleigh County Schools received additional 
grant funds from the West Virginia Department of 
Education to extend the services of the CIS program 
in Raleigh County. Five Student Success Liaisons will 
now serve six schools; Beckley, Mabscott and Stratton 
elementary schools, Beckley-Stratton Middle School, 
Academy of Careers and Technology and Woodrow Wilson 
High School.

These liaisons will build relationships with students and 
their families and reach out to any student struggling 
with barriers that hinder lifelong success. In-person and 
virtual check-ins will allow students an extra layer of 
support during the pandemic. Our CIS liaisons seek to 
join with community partners to provide resources that 
will empower students to overcome barriers inside and 
outside of the classroom. Among other services, liaisons 
will collaborate with community partners and businesses 
to boost clothing closets and food pantries, or connect 
struggling families with much-needed medical attention 
– just to name a few. Local businesses that are interested 
in partnering with the Raleigh County Communities in 
Schools program can contact CIS County Contact, Jami 
Hughes, at (304) 256-4500.

Raleigh County Schools adheres to the guidelines and expectations 
set forth in state policy to meet the diverse needs of students in 
both academic and behavioral domains through the use of universal 
design for learning (UDL), differentiated instruction and targeted and 
intensive interventions. The mechanism by which this is accomplished 
is referred to as the West Virginia Tiered Systems of Support (WVTSS).
What is WVTSS?

WVTSS is a multi-step process of providing instruction and support to 
promote the academic and behavioral success of all children. Individual 
children’s progress is monitored and results are used to make decisions 
about further instruction and intervention.  WVTSS is most commonly 
used in addressing reading, math and behavior, but it can also be used 
in other areas. The WVTSS process is flexible and designed by school 
districts to meet the needs of their students. 
What does the WVTSS process look like? 

The WVTSS process typically has three levels. Each level provides 
differing levels of support. 
Academics 

• In level 1 (referred to as CORE), all students receive high quality 

curriculum and instruction in the general education classroom. 
The teacher assists all students. 

• In level 2 (referred to as TARGETED), the school provides 
supplemental instructional support, usually in small groups, to 
students who need additional support for what they are receiving 
from the general curriculum. 

• In level 3 (referred to as INTENSIVE), intense instructional 
support is provided to students with the greatest needs, with 
frequent progress monitoring. 

Behavior 
• In level 1 (referred to as CORE), all students are explicitly taught 

positive behavioral expectations. All teachers use a consistent 
approach to discipline. 

• In level 2 (referred to as TARGETED), the school provides 
supplemental targeted behavioral skill interventions usually in 
small groups. 

• In level 3 (referred to as INTENSIVE), student centered planning 
is used to develop customized interventions with frequent 
progress monitoring.

WVTSS (West Virginia Tiered Systems of Support)
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Raleigh County Schools Federal Programs
The federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), enacted in 1965, 

is the nation’s national education law and shows a longstanding commitment 
to equal opportunity for all students.  ESEA authorizes state-run programs for 
eligible schools and districts that are eager to raise the academic achievement of 
struggling learners and address the complex challenges that arise for students who 
live with disabilities, mobility problems, learning difficulties, poverty, transience, 
or need to learn English. On December 10, 2015, President Obama reauthorized 
ESSA as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). This Act replaced the previous 
reauthorization of ESEA, known as the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act, enacted in 
2002. ESSA will be fully operational this school year.  

Title I Part A
During the 2020-21 school year, Raleigh County will have the following ten 

schools supported by Title I Part A funds of this Act:  Beckley Elementary, 
Bradley Elementary, Clear Fork Elementary, Coal City Elementary, Cranberry 
– Prosperity Elementary, Mabscott Elementary, Marsh Fork Elementary, 
Ridgeview Elementary, Stanaford Elementary, and Stratton Elementary. 

Title I funds are to be used by these schools to provide supplementary assistance 
in preparing all students for success in college and careers.  The Federal Programs 
staff works in conjunction with each school to find its unique needs and decide 
what supplemental supports will be necessary in the preparation of its students.  
These supports can include additional staff (such as assistant principals, academic 
coaches, social workers and additional teachers/specialists), additional educational 
materials and additional professional development.  Title I funds are also used for 
parent involvement, homeless student and English Learner support.  

Title II:  Preparing, Training and Recruiting State Certified Teachers and 
Principals

Raleigh County receives Title II funding for all 27 schools.  The purpose of this 
funding is to increase student academic achievement by strategically supporting 
improvement in the quality of the teaching workforce.  

Title III: Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant 
Students 

Raleigh County houses 60+ students who have limited proficiency in English. 
This federal entitlement program assists our English learners and immigrant 
students in obtaining grade-level and graduation standards, as well as mastering 
the English language. 

Title IV Part A:  Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Title IV, Part A authorizes activities in three broad areas: 1. Providing students 

with a well-rounded education including programs such as college and career 
counseling, STEM, arts, civics and International Baccalaureate/Advanced 
Placement; 2. Supporting safe and healthy students with comprehensive school 
mental health, drug and violence prevention, training on trauma-informed 
practices, and health and physical education; and 3. Supporting the effective use 
of technology that is backed by professional development, blended learning and 
educational technological devices.

What Is Special Education? 
Special education is specially designed instruction, at no cost to 

parents, that meets the unique educational needs of an eligible child 
with an exceptionality. Special education may include special instruc-
tion in subjects such as reading and mathematics, physical education 
and independent living. Children with speech and language needs 
may receive special education in the form of speech-language therapy. 
Special education also includes Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
if it consists of specially designed instruction to meet the unique 
needs of a child with an exceptionality. These services are available 
to children, ages three through twenty-one years, and may include 
changes to the educational program, commonly known as classroom 
accommodations or modifications. Instruction may be conducted in 
the classroom, home, hospitals, institutions and in other settings. A 
child may receive services in the general education classroom, special 
education resource room for part of the day, separate class or other 
appropriate settings. Special education services provide the addition-
al support and assistance your child needs to be successful. 

If your child requires special education services, you will be in-
volved in decisions about what services, instruction and equipment 
are to be provided, as well as where these services will take place. 
These decisions will be made by an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) Team, and you will be invited to become a member of that team. 
The local school district will ensure that special education services are 
delivered in a setting that is as similar as possible to education pro-
vided for all children who are your child’s age. This is called placement 
in the least restrictive environment (LRE). Changes in your child’s 
education are made only to the extent needed to ensure your child’s 
special education and related services needs are met. This means a 
child who receives special education services is placed, to the maxi-
mum extent appropriate, with typically developing peers, in general 
education with children the same age as your child with supports or 
accommodations in the general education classroom. The IEP Team 
may decide the child needs to be placed for part of the day in a sepa-
rate classroom that serves only special education children. This will be 
provided so your child will make progress in school. Special education 
and general education teachers are partners with you in this process. 

Raleigh County Schools supports the West Virginia 
Department of Education in its efforts to close the 
reading achievement gap by third grade.  Joining forces 
with our community partners, we are committed in our 
Early Literacy Campaign, Raleigh Readers, to ensure 
the children of Raleigh County will be college and career 
ready.  Our goals will assist children and families in 
literacy development striving to put the importance 
of reading in the forefront and close the reading 
achievement gap.  

The goals of this campaign are:

1. To ensure all four-year-old children possess the 
skills, knowledge and attitudes necessary for 
success in school.

2. To increase attendance rate in all schools to at 
least 95%.

3. To have all students reading on grade level by 
the end of third grade through increased parent 
involvement and community partnerships.

4. To increase student reading proficiency in grades 
K-3 through extended learning opportunities.

The action steps of this campaign include:
• Increasing virtual and/or face-to-face (when 

permitted) collaboration among community 
agencies, outreach groups.

• During this time of COVID uncertainty, providing 
additional educational interventionists to increase 
individualized student instruction in grades K-4.

• Providing additional phonological and phonemic 
awareness time for students in prekindergarten 
through second grade.

• Informing the public about the urgency to foster a 
love for reading beginning at birth.

• Providing reading resources to parents through 
various projects including “Little Free Libraries.”

Please help us by:
• Talking to your child and giving your child 

the opportunity to talk.  Conversation builds 
vocabulary and word knowledge.

• Reading to your child every day.
• Reading words you see around you to your child as 

you shop, drive, eat breakfast, etc.  
• Visiting the Public Library with your child.
• Buying books as gifts.
• Making sure your child attends school each and 

every day.

For more information, please visit the
Raleigh County Schools webpage at

https://boe.rale.k12.wv.us/

RALEIGH READERS



RALEIGH COUNTY DIRECTORY OF SCHOOLS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Beckley Elementary
Meghan Houck, Principal

399 Grey Flats Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4575

Bradley Elementary
Mary McClung, Principal
210 Bradley School Road

Mt. Hope, WV  25880
Telephone: 256-4605

Clear Fork Elementary
Debbra Black, Principal
4851 Clear Fork Road

Artie, WV 25008
Telephone: 854-1000

Coal City Elementary
David Null, Principal

900 Independence Road
Coal City, WV  25823
Telephone: 683-5001

Cranberry-Prosperity Elementary
Alicia Lett, Principal

4575 Robert C. Byrd Drive
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4588

Crescent Elementary
Theresa Lewis, Principal

205 Crescent Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4585

Daniels Elementary
Tammy Acord, Principal

351 4-H Lake Road
Daniels, WV  25832

Telephone: 256-4622

Fairdale Elementary
Shana Alderman, Principal

772 Bolt Road
Fairdale, WV  25839
Telephone: 934-7217

Ghent Elementary
Sara Davis, Principal
2750 Flat Top Road
Ghent, WV  25843

Telephone: 787-3631

Hollywood Elementary
Tamber Hodges, Principal

412 Old Mill Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4590

Mabscott Elementary
Dr. Beverly Weis, Principal

104 Pershing Avenue
Mabscott, WV  25871
Telephone: 256-4595

Marsh Fork Elementary
Tracie Wood, Principal
5960 Coal River Road

Rock Creek, WV  25140
Telephone: 854-1951

Maxwell Hill Elementary
Amanda Richmond, Principal 

1001 Maxwell Hill Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4599

Ridgeview Elementary
Rosemarie Kelly, Principal
388 Water Tank Hill Road

Sophia, WV  25921
Telephone: 683-4572

Shady Spring Elementary
Penny Carrico, Principal

600 Flat Top Road
Shady Spring, WV  25918

Telephone: 256-4633

Stanaford Elementary
Michelle Blankenship, Principal

950 Stanaford Drive
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4626

Stratton Elementary
Amy Semonco, Principal

1129 S. Fayette Street
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4604

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Beckley-Stratton Middle
Yahon Smith, Principal

401 Grey Flats Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4616

Independence Middle
Teresa Lester, Principal
800 Independence Road

Coal City, WV  25823
Telephone: 683-4542

Park Middle School
Dr. Joel Harris, Principal

212 Park Avenue
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4586

Shady Spring Middle
Tammy Mills, Principal  

500 Flat Top Road
Shady Spring, WV  25918

Telephone: 256-4570

Trap Hill Middle
Lora Pennington, Principal

665 Coal River Road
Glen Daniel, WV  25844
Telephone: 934-5392

HIGH SCHOOLS
Independence High

Shawn Hawkins, Principal
850 Independence Road

Coal City, WV  25823
Telephone: 683-3228

Liberty High
John McElwain, Principal

1700 Coal River Road
Glen Daniel, WV  25844
Telephone: 934-5306

Shady Spring High
Mary Ann Foster, Principal

300 Hinton Road
Shady Spring, WV  25918

Telephone: 256-4647

Woodrow Wilson High
Rockey Powell, Principal

400 Stanaford Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4646

CAREER-TECHNICAL CENTER
Academy of Careers and Technology

Charles Pack, Director/Principal
390 Stanaford Road
Beckley, WV  25801

Telephone: 256-4615

RALEIGH COUNTY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

105 Adair Street
Beckley, WV 25801

Telephone: 256-4500

boe.rale.k12.wv.us

RALEIGH COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
105 Adair Street • Beckley, WV 25801 • Telephone: 256-4500

boe.rale.k12.wv.us
Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/raleighcountyschools https://twitter.com/RCSDWV https://www.facebook.com/raleighcountyschools


